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WHEREFORE? 


There are a number of people every- 
where who evidently are at to hea 
of anything prejudicial against the 
‘‘Mormon” people, and who are also 
ever ready to say things unpleasant of 
them. It is a rather curious thing. 
Why should this be? What is the 
reason for this enmity, for the mani- 
festation of such enmity? What evil 
have our people done to people hun- 

and thousands of miles away? 
We do not know of any. In fact, we 
have always considered the ‘‘ Mor- 
mon” people a remarkably harmless 
people, minding their own. business 
more perfectly than any other people 
in the country. Thirty years ago, in 
the State of Missouri, when our people 
lived there, others of the residents said 
they did not like us, and we must go, 
peaceably if we would, forcibly if we 
not go otherwise. As we 

ways paid a great respect to th 

wishes of our chee icularly 
when imperative, and backed by a 
brute force too powerful for us,;: we 
made a virtue of necessity, and: went. 


oF 


ty and long suffering, while. our 
Missouri: neighbors have not had a 


not got one yet. | 
us in Nauvoo, we acceded to it and 
accounted, and in the fulness of our 


way, we marched a thousand mi 


ens of the Rocky 


and inhospitable 
our tents in the 


Mountains, pitch 


built. houses ‘and barns, 


very happy time since, and they have 
When a:similax 

quit the whole country, as it was then 

determination to be, if possible, an 


and more, straight. out.into the wild 


vicinity of the Salt Lake, made farms, — 
gardens, and orchards, 
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a professedly common privilege in 
these United States. We came here 
where there was nothing to make the 
_ place natually desirable, leaving to 
others the auriferous and argentiferous 
regions of Colorado, Dakotah, Mon- 
tana, Idaho, Nevada, Arizona, and 
California. We chose the naturally 
poorest place of all these regions, just 
on purpose that nobody else should 
have any reason to covet it, and they 
did not covet it until we proved that 
we could live here, and until we had 
made it somewhat handsome to look at. 

Why should anybody .covet our 
places of residence now, and in the 
hope of getting them say all manner 
of evil of us, as they were wont when 
we were living in the States? Good 
as we have made this place, there are 
plenty of better in almost every part 
of the Union. We do not envy you 
your better localities, why should you 
envy us our poorer ones? Greatly as 
we do desire to accommodate our 
neighbors, and do them all the good 
we can, we do not see that it is re- 
quired of us to give up our homes to 
them again. We have done that thing 
several times, and we cannot see why 
we should do it again. If there is to 
be any more moving through uncon- 
geniality of dispositions, we shall con- 
sider it all right if our friends and 
neighbors will do all the moving, and 
let us rest here awhile longer. This is 
a stubborn region and unfit for any- 
body but ‘‘Mormons” to manage. 


Other people could do very little with 


it, particularly as there is no gold nor 
silver here. But as it is essential to 
the welfare and convenience of the 
country that this region be settled and 
made productive, and in all probabi- 
lity none but the ‘‘ Mormons” could 
make anything creditable of it, it be- 
comes a high patriotic duty for our 
people to stay here, and make this part 
of the country as valuable as possible 
to the nation. Other people, of less 
energy, industry, and unity, can get 
along and do good, if they half try, 
on the rich prairies of Illinois and 
other States out in that direction, and 
in any of the richest gold fields around 
us. But these valleys require our 
presence for a few years longer. They 
are hardly brought up to a sufficiently 
high condition of productiveness and. 
beauty for us to leave them at present, 
and we do not see how we can consis- 
tently do it. 

A word of advice to those who are 


constantly saying bad things of our 


people. Just go your way and do 

tter than we do. There is plenty of 
room for you. This is a great nation, 
abundance of room, not half filled up 
yet. There is abundance of room in 
it for all the inhabitants to live peace- 
ably, if they have only half a mind to 
do so. And please do not complain of 
us again until you are doing better 
than we are, of which there are cer- 


tainly sometimes some _ reasonable | 


doubts.—Salt Lake Telegraph. 


SKETCHES FROM THE BOOK OF MORMON. 


BY ELDER KARL G. MAESER. 


THE EXPEDITION OF AMMON. 

King Benjamin, after having retired 
from the throne and office of High- 
a lived three years longer, and 

ad the joy to see his noble son Mosiah 
II. continuing in the course he had 
been pursuing himself for so long a 
time ; and it is even said that the 
young king, in order not to be a bur- 
‘den to the people and to set them a 
praiseworthy example, cultivated the 
soil with his own hands. 


That the nation of Zarahemla had 
not quite forgotten, however, those 
wayward men who had started out in 
the latter days of Amalecki in search 
of their former homes, but that even 
some faint rumors of their existence 
must have reached the city is ap rent 
from the consent we see Mosiah II. give 
to a squad of sixteen men under the 
command of a certain Ammon, 4 
descendant of Zarahemla. This name 
Zarahemla as applied to an individual 
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found them outsi 


may not have been the — name of 
the man, but was very likely only the 
title of the chief, as we see sev 

kings or chiefs of the Lamanites, for 
instance, called Laman, orin the Bible 
the kings of Egypt, Pharaoh. The 
record of Mosiah II. proceeds to tell 
how these men had arrived on a hill 
situated north of the country of 


Shilom, from which place Ammon, 


with only a few others, started down 
into the plains to reconnoitre. 

The complaint that the narrations of 
the Book of Mormon are not more 
explicit in regard to the geographical 
characteristics of the sections of coun- 
try in which the various scenes were 
enacted, so that they might be the 
readier recognised again in our days, 
may not be altogether without just 
foundation ; but if we consider, on the 
one hand, that it was not the inten- 
tion of the writers to hand to posterity 
a complete history in our sense of the 
term, and that on the other the Bible 
also is topographically and etymologi- 
cally subject to the same imputation 
in many instances, we fail to see the 
logic in making this a point against 
the veracity of the Book of Mormon 
as several wiseacres have attempted 
to do. 

The deplorable condition of de- 
pendency in which Ammon discovered 
the descendants of those that had 
started out in search of the land of 
their forefathers, among whom there 


was also a brother of Amalecki, is 


another evidence of the foolishness of 
human calculations, when deviating 
from the directions of the Holy Spirit ; 
and the Shilom chief Limhi, throwing 
Ammon and his companions chainen 
into prison, 7 because he had 
e his town, when he 
himself was on a scouting expedition, 
taking ae for emissaries of his 
enemy , gives so striking an 
illustration of the wretched state of 
distrust and anarchy these people were 
in, that their consequent joy on disco- 
vering their mistake and finding lon; 


looked for friends, scarcely was need 


to make us understand how heartily 
they must have repented the secession 
of their progenitors. a 

_ The address of Limhi to his subjects 


makes it plain to us, however, that 
they had retained among themselves 
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some light of 


even _ them a prophet, to see if 
this self-separated branch of the main- 
tree could a selfs 
sustaining and flourishing t; but 
he had to share the fate of paren mes- 
sengers of truth before and after him, 
and we soon will see that there was no 


hope for them save in a reunion with — 


the old stock. 


In conformity with the habits of 


their ancestry, that stray waif of 
Nephi had kept up records of their 
sojourn in the wilderness, on plates, 
the main feature of which will be pre- 
sented in the next sketch ; but there 
had been made also archaeological 
discoveries by them of considerable 
interest, consisting of 24 gold plates, 
covered with unintelli- 

ible to them, breastplates, arms, &c. 

ut having neither the key to decipher 


the former, nor the gift of interpreta~— 


tion, they are directed by Ammon to 
his King and Prophet, Mosiah II., 


who had the stone of a seer, by whick 


means he could read and understand, 
hidden things. 

The warning voice from the groun 
of the Book of Mormon, against 


astrologers and those that pretend to 


have the gift of seeing through so~ 
called peepstones, is here lifted up im 
the words of Ammon, in ascribing 


these powers to the Prophet and Seer, | 


who receives them from God alone, 


that miracles might be wrought by 


faith. 

and ay ions 
mained long enough with Limhi’s peo- 
ple to them thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the principles and spirit 
of Zarahemla, causing quite a revolu~ 
tion in the ideas and feelings of the 
people; for what an Abinadi had 
vainly sealed with his blood, and an 
Alma had left as a hopeless case, these 
sturdy adventurers, in holding out to 
the people a tangible temporal blessing 
in the shape of a reunion with the 
free and happy people of Zarahemla, 
to be attained by their previously 
mira, themselves for it in em» 

racing the truth, succeeded, in a mar~ 


vellously short time, to have many 
asking for baptism, which Ammon 


declines, however, to administer, 


evidently restrained by the Spixit, 
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but points out to them the necessity of | the surveillance of their tormentors, 
previous deliverance from the yoke of| and the fugitives arrived under the 
the Lamanites ; and it is therefore not | guidance of Ammon in Zarahemla, to 
to be wondered at that a Gideon soon | be grafted back again into the old 
was found who, by his plans, con-| tree. 

trived the escape of the people from 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1867. 


REFLECTIONS ON THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 


| 

THROUGH the tender mercies of a kind Providence we are brought nigh to the 
close of another year. The present number closes the volume for 1867. In it 
are chronicled the leading events which have transpired among the nations, 
also the distinguishing features which have marked the progress of the Church. 

The faithful and wise will discern the hand of the Lord in all his providences, 
and derive profitable instrudtion therefrom. The wicked will not understand, 
' but the wise, whohave in their vessels the oil of the Spirit, will discern the signs of 
the times, and will diligently prepare themselves by subjecting their whole natures 
and their earthly stewardships to the law of life—the truth, and the govern- 
ment of the holy Priesthood—so that the will of God may haste.to be done on 
earth, as it is done in Heaven. 

The signs of the coming of Christ are appearing in such unmistakeable plain. 
ness, that none but those who are blinded by the god of this world, need be in 
any doubt that the long-looked-for day of His advent is very near at hand. 
The terrible hurricanes and earthquakes in the West Indies, and the fearful 
cyclone in the East Indies, attended by such immense destruction of life and 
property, stand out in awful prominence upon the vast record of storms, ship- 


wrecks, and other disasters through the violence of the winds and waves in the 


year 1867. The casualties at sea have been greater than in any previous year. 

On land, accidents in colleries, upon railroads, and in workshops, have been 
frequent and extensive. War has spread its desolation in some portion of the 
earth during the entire year. The Republics of South America, and Mexico on 
the Western Continent, and Candia, Italy, China, and Abyssinia on the 
Eastern Hemisphere, have felt the horrors of the battle-field. The Great French 
Exhibition, which was to dazzle the world and unite the nations, and especially 
to secure peace to France, had scarcely closed its doors when France sent forth 
her hostile forces to fight for Papal Rome. 

Rumors of wars continue to spread fear and distrust among all people, but 


especially in political and commercial circles. The immense standing armies 


kept up by the Great Powers keep all the world in dread of a universal European 
war. The nations of Europe are situated asa number of barrels of gunpowder, 
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bring such a conflagration as will shake the world and ‘Spread aspeskable 
misery and destruction. | 


Amongst all the and hostilities-of the times, England has, thas > 


far, been preserved from the terrors of war. Its threatenings have come close 


to her dcor, as in the Luxembourg affair, but an overruling hand has warded 
off the danger. Why has this been? Because the Saints of God are still here, 
and the Lord mercifully watches over them for good. They are the salt of the 
earth, and woe to the nation when they are taken away from her midst, for 
then will come trouble and strife, destruction and decay. BOOS 

The records of crime show that it is yearly on the increase, and at a fearful 
ratio. That wholesome fear of the law, which is the great safeguard of Gentile 
nations, is fast leaving the hearts of the dangerous classes, and the people 
begin generally to feel a spirit of defiance to authority. Fenianism, which is 
getting to be another name for assassination and brutal violence, is working 
its silent way among the desperate and seditious, and threatens to bring greater 
trouble to England than she has ever seen. The poverty and distress, which 


are admitted to be greater and more widespread than ever known before in 


England, are adding their horrors to the general gloom. The inventive genius 
of the age—so marvellous and great—is prostituted to the purpose of human 
destruction, and the spirit of wisdom and discretion, has so little hold upon 
men’s minds, that what would be an inestimable blessing is turned into a ter- 
rible curse. 

The Times of the 19th inst. Pea We seem to be in an explosive vein 
of human affairs. Nature and art, wickedness and folly, science and stupidity, 
vie which shall most startle and horrify us. Not only do the occasions and 
opportunities multiply with our boasted progress, but, still more, the varieties 
of destructive means and compounds. In the same page one may the 
particulars of a new gunpowder plot, a submarine explosion in the West 
Indies, the blowiug up of a war steamer in the Mersey, coalpit explosions 
everywhere, paraffine or petroleum accidents, and then something (nitro- 


glycerine) that beats all the fearful powers discovered by modern science, too ~ 


terrible, too subtle, too unmanageable for human hands.” 


In all these things we see the fulfilment of ancient and modern prophecy, — 
_ and with grief we have to add these are but the ‘“‘ beginnings of sorrows.” Every 
word of the Lord shall come to pass, and nothing that he has spoken by the 


mouths of his Prophets shall fail. One proof of this is seen in the case of the 


ill-fated Maximilian, The Lord has said, ‘‘ There shall be no king upon this — 
land (North America) who shall raise up unto the Gentiles, for;he that raiseth 


es king against me shall perish.” (Book of Mormon, page 77.) The history 
‘the short-lived Mexican Empire shows that the Lord is true to his word. 


“We turn from the sad picture of the world’s strife and pending decay, ie 8 


look upon Zion in the vales of Utah. In spite of all the efforts of her foes, 
she still flourishes and grows strong. Her strength is in her righteousness, 
and her prosperity in the wisdom of her rulers. God is with her, therefore 
her children shall never be confounded. Increased union marks the progress 
of the people of Utah. The building of the great Tabernacle, and the work 


settlements during the pest rest, are indications of the obedience and prospe 
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performed on the Temple, besides the numerous improvements in the various 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


of the Saints. And the great effort now being;made there for the emigration 
of the poor Saints scattered abroad, will bring upon them the increased favor 
of heaven, and will make them richer spiritually and temporally. 

we, While the Saints are enjoying, we hope, a Merry Christmas, we congratulate 


them upon the prospects that are before them. Though the glory of this 
world is fading, the kingdom of God is rising in power and majesty, and Zion | 
will soon become a refuge for the just, a terror to the wicked, and the joy of 
all the honest in heart. With grettal hearts for the past year’s blessings, we 
‘pray God to bless all Israel in the coming time, and to make 1868 to every 
faithful Saint a happy and blessed New Year. 


STARS AND JOURNALS.—The Saints should contiuue their subscrip- 
tion for the Star and JourNAL oF Discourses as heretofore, until they are 
ready to emigrate, when timely notice of their discontinuance can be given to 
us through the Agents. : 


POSTAGE.—Our readers will bear in mind that with the New Year com- 
mences the new postal arrangements between England and the United States, 
which include also the Territories, by which all letters weighing less than half 
an ounce will cost only sixpence, but the postage must in all cases be PREPAID. 
Saints writing to Utah will remember this. The particulars of postage on 
books, et, and parcels, were published in Star No. 39, of present 
volume. 


_ CONFERENCE REPORTS.—Presidents of Missions, Districts, and Con- 
ferences, are required to forward the half-yearly Reports, ending 3lst of 

December, of the Conferences over which they preside, as soon thereafter as 

practicable. They should reach us by the 10th or 15th of January at latest. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
» 
AMERICA. ings which were pronounced upon 


Great Salt Lake City 
Nov. 23rd, 1867. 
Elder Franklin D. Richards. 

Dear Brother,— Your welcome favor, 
dated Oct. 26th, came to hand on the 
evening of the 21st instant. I wrote 
you on the 18th ult., and also on the 
8th inst., and trust that you have re- 
ras gg those letters in due course of 
ma 


their heads previous to their leavi 
home, by the assistance rendered them 
by friends even in a land of strangers. 
God bless those brethren and the 
Elders who are exposed to that loath- 
some disease ; but where there are 
cases of brethren having poor health 
through the dampness of the climate, 
send them home, for there are plenty 


to preach with whom the climate does 


Those brethren who have suffered agree 


by small-pox have had fresh opportu- 
nity to prove their faith in , and 
their perfect confidence in those bless- 


As much as I regret the partial 
closing of the Mission in Holland, I 
cannot advise you to incur additional 
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expense to support the cause of truth 
in the midst of that people, for ample 


time has passed, and that part of the 


vineyard should now sustainitself..... 
Iam pleased that Brother Widerborg 
is advocating the principles of. the 
Gospel in places heretofore unvisited 
by our Elders. ea 
Frequent baptism proclaims the 
spread of the Guspel, and we like 
much to hear of our brethren yieldi 
— to the principles of eterna 
e. 
The weather continues fine, and the 
labor of hauling rock for the Temple 
still occupies the attention of our 
brethren in this and adjacent counties. 
Never since the first year of our inha- 
biting these valleys have we been fa- 
vored with so fine an autumn, and 
although business is exceedingly dull, 
money being very scarce, yet every- 


body is cheerfal, and happiness pre- 


dominates among the Saints. Colds 
are still prevalent, but through the 
prayer of faith in behalf of our child- 
ren the power of the destroyer has 
been stayed. 

Your cousin Heber John epg an 
nied Captain Hooper as far as New 
York, where he will reside for the 
present, and study surgery under the 
tuition of Dr, Bayre: 

The call which has been made to 


assist the poor in Europe to emigrate | 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


the coming season has been resp a ote 
to, thus far, most liberally, and I want 

you to search for the oldest members® 
of the Chureh who have been faithful, 


and give them the preference, as.’ 


deem them most worthy of assistance. — 


The militia have been out with 
flying colors in Cache, Box Elder, 
Davis, Great Salt Lake, Tooele, and 
Utah Couuties. These musters were 
generally well attended, and the in- 
specting officers have expressed their 
astonishment at the exeellent condi- 
tion which many were in in regard to 
arms, &c. It has been the opinion of 
some that the military spirit was dying 
out, but they were mistaken, the peo- 
ple are becoming better Saints and 
soldiers every day. 

Brother 6. Q. Cannon is now 
editing the Weekly and Semi-weekl 
Deseret News, to which he has adde 


a Deseret Evening News, and still edits — 


the Juvenile Instructor. Brother A. 
Carrington is now laboring in my 
office. 

Enclosed is a business sheet. With 
love to all in the office, in which 
Brothers Heber and Wells, G. Q. C., 
and B. Y., jun., join. 

May the blessings of God attend 
you in all your labors, is the prayer of 

Your Brother in Christ, 
BricHam Youne. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


The number of wrecks reported for the week ending Dec. 14th, was 116, 
making a total for the present year of 2768. \ 
Distress 1n Lonpnon.—The Daily News contains deplorable accounts of the 


severe distress which prevails at the east end of Landon. Four thousand per- 
sons are at work where 16,000 once had employment. The tradesmen, the 
butchers, bakers, grocers, drapers, and publicans—who are the camp followers 
of the great industrial army—have shut up their shops and gone. The num- 
ber of persons receiving out-door relief is greatly in excess of what it was last 


ear ; and the number of cases on the books of the medical officer is more than . 
ourfold the average of the past three years. From many houses every article , 


of furniture has been sold. 


British PopuLation.—The population of the United Kingdom exhibited / 


an uninterrupted progress from the commencement of the century up to 1 


In 1801, says the Times, it stood at 15,902,322 ; in 1841, at 26,751,199; and 
in 1849, at 28,002,094. Then came the years 


of Irish famine and extended. 


emigration ; and in 1851 the population had sunk to 27,393,337. In 1856 it 
had recovered, however, to 28,011,034, and in 1861, to 28,974,362; in 1866 


to 29,946,058 ; and in 1867, to 30,157,239. The figures subsequent to 1861 
are, of course, the result of estimates; but the statistics of registration, &., 


are now so carefully attended to, that the totals given afford a very close ap. 


proximation to the actual facts. 
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POETRY, 


ADDRESS. 


"John B, Pace, Cross Keys Field, Mill Streat, Stony Stratford, Bucks.” 


"INFORM ATION WANTED. —Josep of Birmingham, be glad to hear from John 


this, or his son Enoch Monk, who emigra 


m Birmingham in 1864... 
ease inform either of them. Address to J. aslandidemiins 207, } 


nil 


‘DIED: 
Jarre —Thomas James, int of Neyland, Pembrokeshire, in New York, Sept. Ist, very suddenly of 


disease of the heart. —D&sERET NEWs, ’please copy. 
PeRrxins.—At North Ogden, Weber county, Utah, on the 2nd inst. bs Wan Perkins, aged 80 years 10 


ee and 28 days. Sister Perkins was a nares 8 of Swansea, Sou 


lin 1841, came to Utah in 1866, cr 
‘Salt Lake Valley October 4th, 1856. 
of a glorious resurrection. 


ales. She received the G 
lains in Capt. Bunker’s hand cart company, arrived 


died has she had lived, firm in the faith and in the hope 


Davies.—At Cap Coch, Near Aberdare, Nov. 4th 1867, David, son of Rees sina of typhus fever, 
aged 16 years. He'was a worthy and faithful young man. 
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POETRY, 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


A Sa New Year to the good.and true 
Inevery landandelime! 
Though their number is but a very tee, 
They'll govern the world in time. 
Each winter’s death, and each summer’s ey. 
- Js bringing that time more near, | 
joy will come to old Mother Earth, 
_ And she'll have a happy New Year. 


aoe the wicked rule, and the people mourn 
And toil from morn till night, es 

Enriching the men who with lofty scorn 
Dole out their weekly mite. 

For human muscle is plenty and cheap, 
Though food be ever so dear; 

So the poor may struggle and want and weep. 

God send them a happy New Year! 


But the grand old Prophets of ancient times, * 
Predicted that woe should cease, 


That the laboring man should plant and build, 
While plenty histoilshould cheer, 
Inherit the fruits of the land he tilled, 
smile on each happy New 


Their sun has begun to rise, 


And its rays shine bright on a happy home — 


For them ’neath the western skies. - 


‘Where the saints of God have prepared the way, 


With a Prophet as pioneer, 


And the honest of ev'ry creed may stay 
For many & happy New Year. | 


: Farewell to departing Sixty bie, 


_ And welcome to Sixty Eight ! 


. Oh may it be rich with the wealth of heav’n 


: To all in Our Mountain State ! ‘ 


_ May it bring to the faithful poor _— 


That earth should be from her children’s | Who linger in bondage here, 
erimes, bp to al lover of truth and pence, 
And be crowned with the fruits of peace; __ New Year!. 
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